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Ms. Tam Doduc, Chair :

State Water Resources Control Board

Office of Research, Planning and Performance
1001 "|" Street, 16th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Lester Snow, Director

California Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 942836, Room 1115-1
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Subject: Comments on Public Workshop: Climate Change and Water Resources
Dear -Chair Doduc and Director Snow:

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) applauds the Department of Water Resources
(DWR) and State Water Resources Control Board’s (Water Board) leadership in addressing the
real and significant threats of climate change to water resource management in California. At
your August 23, 2007 joint Climate Change and Water resources workshop, you solicited input
on: (1) how your agencies could contribute to meeting the goals of AB 32 and integrate climate
change considerations into existing policies, regulatory responsibilities, and grant programs; and
(2) how climate change directly impacts various programs carried out by your agencies and
what could be done to address those impacts. We appreciate the opportunity to provide
additional written detail and comments, in addition to the oral testimony provided by Greg
Zlotnick at the workshop. '

Climate change directly affects the District's mission of providing a healthy, safe, and enhanced
quality of living in Santa Clara County through watershed stewardship and comprehensive
management of water resources in a practical, cost-effective, and environmentally sensitive
manner. The District manages wholesale drinking water resources and provides stewardship
for the county's five watersheds, including 10 reservoirs, more than 800 miles of streams and
three significant groundwater sub-basins. The District also provides flood protection throughout
Santa Clara County.

Recommendations to Meet AB 32 Goal

The District believes that DWR and the Water Board shoulid seek to implement a broad ,
spectrum of actions, policies and emissions reductions which will resuit in mitigation of climate
change effects, while at the same time advancing adaptive solutions to ensure the heath,
welfare and economy of California. We also recommend that both agencies evaluate whether
investment in operational and infrastructure changes within your agencies’ jurisdiction and
mission could affect the ability of the state to meet AB 32 goals. In addition, where appropriate,
DWR and the Water Board may want to develop mitigation protocols to offset such investments
or develop alternatives more suited to adapting to climate change while meeting California’s
water supply reliability, water quality, and environmental needs.
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At the regulatory level, DWR and the Water Board can assist CARB in meeting the AB 32 GHG
emissions goal by facilitating the development and implementation of state-of-the-art water use
efficiency practices and technologies to reduce energy use resulting from the transport,
treatment, heating and disposal of water resources. Water savings from water use efficiency
programs result in significant energy savings and air quality benefits, including reductions of
GHG's. Both agencies can also assist CARB by quantifying the energy savings and GHG
emission savings associated with state-of-the-art water use efficiency practices and best
available technologies. Specifically, we recommend the following actions to increase water
conservation in California:

* Ensure maximum water use efficiency benefits in the Model Local Water Efficient
Landscape Ordinance required by AB1881. For instance, improve landscape water
efficient tools and practices, including green friendly landscaping that does not result in
negative water quality implications.

* Ultra-high efficiency appliances should become standard in new developments and
incentives to encourage retrofits on resale of properties could be implemented.

+ ldentify the possibility of improved implementation and enforcement of water use
efficiency ordinances and permit requirements.

+ Improve incentives for residentiai and Commercial/Industrial/Institutional (CIl} water use
efficiency improvements.

« Continue to improve water conservation Best Management Practices (BMP)
implementation, i.e. take them to the next level, while continuing to monitor and facilitate
implementation of current BMPs by agencies that are lagging and consider a grant or
low/no interest loan program for those without the financial wherewithal to comply.

¢ Increase incentives for installing dual plumbing for recycled water use in new
developments.

At the state policy level, DWR and the Water Board should work together on the integration of
energy policies with water policies, and this integration should be encouraged beyond both
agencies. Increased coordination among state resource management agencies (i.e., SWRCB,
- DWR, CARB, California Energy Commission, California Public Utilities Commission) will lead to
more effective water and energy policies. Toward this end, the District recommends that DWR
incorporate an energy intensity analysis into the current California Water Plan update process.

Recommendations to Integrate Climate Change Considerations into Existing Policies,
Regulatory Responsibilities, and Grant Programs

The District supports your joint desire to integrate climate change considerations into existing
programs and responsibilities. It is critical that the future efforts of your agencies take into
consideration, not only mitigating climate change, but consideration of how to adapt to its
ongoing and ultimate impacts. We offer the following specific recommendations for your
consideration:

« DWR should encourage the California Urban Water Conservation Council to incorporate
energy costs and benefits into its standard cost-benefit methodology and encourage
water agencies to report the positive energy savings of water conservation programs.

+ Further investigate and quantify the water use-energy nexus. For example, more
research is needed regarding water-related end use energy in the Cll sector, as well as
the energy used for distribution of, and advanced treatment of, recycled water.
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